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A che Author and Oecadon ofi this! Plalm In- 
terpreters have been divided in their Opi-; 
nion, concerning both the One and the = 
ther. Some have — it probable, that Da- * S. Heron. 
did here deſcribes the Barbarity of his on Perſceu- 7-9! Jud. 
tion; and the Malice and Male-Adainifration at. -.—- 
Saul 's corrupt Court. 1 
+ Others apply it to that miſerable Confuſ n; — 
of the Jewiſh State, when - Iſaiah was provoked: 
to call || the Governours of His time Rulers of S- | Tinh i. 1 
dom; and the Metropolis of his Country an Harlot 21, 23. 
and Receptacle of 9 To juſtiſie the Seve- 
rity of which Language, he hogs, py that the 
Princes were then rebellioau, and Compdirions: of 
Thieves, Every one loving Gifts, and following after \ 
| Nane; that judged — the Fatherleſs, neither did 
the Care of the Widow come unt be. | 
* A Third Sort bring down this -Compoſure yets — 
lower; 3 Suppoſe it to lament the Hardſhips of te 
Babyloniſh Captivity z Thoſe impious Decrees, + Dim. il. 
meg + under Penaltions till then unheard of, en- nd vi. 
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A Sermon preach d, January 30. = 


nuance of Addreſſes to the True One; And all the 


other Inſtances of Cruelty, with which it then plea- 


ſed God, that the exorbitant Power and Pride of 


1 yrannical and Inſulting Oppreſſors ſhould for a 
Seaſon exerciſe his own eſtabliſhed Church, and pe- 
culiar People. 


Theſe muſt be all confeſſed Events and Exigen- 
cies, to which the Palm before us may conveni- 


| ently enough be referred. But yet that Conſtruction 
| ſeems to claim ſome Preference, which applies it to 


a Publick and National Calamity. And, I preſume 
You all agree with me, that the more flagrant and, 
horrid the Inzuſtice, the more general and infup- 
portable the Ruines and Deſolations were, which 
this Holy Penman had in view ; So much the nearer 


| fill theſe come, Nearer I ſay, "bur quite up none 


ever came, to that unexampled Violation of Law 


and Juſtice, and the unſpeakable Miſeries conſequent / 


thereupon ; which miniſtred the never enough to 


=_ be dep ored Occaſion for the mournful Solemnities of : 
this Guilty Day. 


After imploring the God of Vengeance for Help 


eee By wo the Eighth Verſe; 
And, from chenee to the 


Ifth, ſharply rebuking 5 
and 'expoſtulating with thoſe — of Violence and 


Wrong, Who broke God's People to pieces, and trou- 
bled his Heritage; as if perſuaded, that there was no 


God, to obſerve, or concerned to call their Doings 
to account; This Pſalm does, from thence to the 


end, apply great variety of Arguments, to comfort 
and confirm ehe injured Sufferers. It puts them in 
mind, that God hath wiſe Ends to be ſerved in the 


heavieſt Afflictions of Good Men ; that He does: 


tous. 


ot b forget, even when HE does ot — ſollici- 


lm 1 1 — n ** * GS 
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tous to relieve them; that he is far from approving 2 


the Sins, which are ya for a while to proſper; 
and, that a time will come for manifeſting his ab- 
horrence of them, by the plaineſt evidences of Love 
to his faithful Servants, and by an exemplary Ven- 
geance upon the preſumptuous Oppreſſors, who, in 
their treatment of them, had caſt off all regard, not 
to Religion and Jullice only, but even to common 
| Humanity. 5 | 
My Text ſtands in the Laſt Branch of chis Divi 
ſion, and makes that part of it which imports, 
That, how ſucceſsful or triumphant ſoever Wicked- 
neſs and Oppreſſion may be, it is not petite, God | 
ſhould have fellowſhip with, that is, ſnould reall 2 ä 
prove and favour it. This Point I ſhall, Firft, 
deavour to make good, by ſuch Arguments, as the 
Pſalmiſt hath. wi. ſu fled : * or then, Secondly, 


I ſhall apply what will have f. thus been diſcqurſed in 


Generals, to the more immediate Buſineſs, of this 


Morning's Aſſembly : | 
I. I begin with the Prop poſion at large, That it „ 
is not PO N 9 a 8 with, that 4 2 2322 


how ſuccesful al ee 2 wphant locyer theſe may haps h 


caule . in 1 — is the great Tem ptation 


| Men uſually lie under, to imagine, that God hath 


no diſlike of thoſe Perſons and thoſe: Actions, which 
925 1 Bo he can, "pat plainly ſee he does e blaſt 
iſa int. — 5 il 
"_ 1 .— t and how powerful an Obj 
againſt a God and Providence the Proſperity po 
wicked Men hath ever been, needs not be ſaid be- 


fore. this e . bal e, ; D e 


Bog, & -« 27 3 - 
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2 carry in them, When the Fotrents of Pri. 
-vate Men are concerned; it muſt, I think, be ad- 
mitted yet far greater, When the Corruption i is be- 
come Publick ; when Fraud and Violence are not 
only acted with Impunity, but arm'd with Autho- 
* Amos v. 7. Tity; When * Judgment is turned into Mormwood, 
34 Our very Remedies Tcifohed; and the Fountains of By 
Law tainted.” Theſe things may well look ſtrange 
to them, who reflect that God is a God of Order, 
| and Equity and Peace ; that He cannot be more ſen- 
| bly affronted, than by abulirg Government, his 
| arling Inſtitution, as the Inſtrument of deſtroying | 
tte Ends it ſhonkd ſecure; For this is tarnin 15 
cen Sword againſt himſelf, and (by Reval e 
the Character given Magiſtracy by 'St: Paul) int 
ſtring Protection and Praiſe to "Evit-doers, and Ter- 
2 — Sufferings to them that do wel. Theſe 


Pings v ve and 7 ndginent in 4 Province, : 
4 15 * e x of _ e Malignity and 
1 delhugte Influence, as, at 12 Ele Kit; t. trim) 


che Preacher's Advice Teatce pridticable,* : 

4 Keel. 1.8, off + Hot to marvel at the matter it remember, 
He who 1 than the bight” | erb, ind there 
2 Wer # Whey" t 251611000 3 * whe! 2D; Of 
-2F er fing yl fee] did the 4 Aug bete, and. 
thus die hath tasght u to de | The! Judi 
Gute, that then prevailed,” was, beste 2 Throne i of 
bay yity  Miſchie Was #0 longer contt ĩved againff, 
now framtd by, 4 Lm : The GoSdn 28115 
| Man and his Caufe, was rather a Provoextic ion than 
Y Protection; For this Combination of 7 5 5 25 
Kulers ethired themſelves together” ag4i18 "the Sout 

"rhe Righteons. And, to pu iſh at 6 erty 
2 "end. the entire CO Ie" hac 5 
. | over 


ger in pomp and form 3 and, after ſuch. infamous 


| | | before Das e FI Commons. * 
over Relentings and. Remorſe, they, choſe ® TY 5 


* 


= Fasel as they found expedient for their villanous | 
: purpoſe, condemned innocent Blood: | 207! w 
Once more. It ſeems to be Po:impmbable Con- 
jecture, from the wording of my Text, That, as 
825 deſponding and leſs conſiderate Sufferers might 
be apt to fear.) ſo thoſe N ee might 
be induſtrious to propagate; ia dle ion, and make 
loud boaſts, that God Was Wit hy in all thats | 
horrid Enterpriſes, And therefore, as well to con- 
firm his former Arguments, as with more warmth 
and ſmartneſs, to enpſe the! abſurdity of ſo im- 
pious an Imagination ; The Pſalmiſi dors not here 
— nb cool, Reaſoning; but by an Interrogato - 
ry, appeal to the common Senſe of All, who have any 
eme 3 Being * _ — 
Aram rgnity fave; ellamſbip avi 1 N 
aids Can this enter ind ang reaſonable Nan s Head, 
char lie, whois Juſtice 28d Gogdnels; the Maker and 
| Loyer, of Mankind; thould aflert, a prete hded, or a- 
buſed Authority, which) frameth. miſchief Lam ? 
That the Judas Abbe World. ſhould take part with 
thoſe grnel ronfenndarsr af Right and * whe 
gSalber otbemſelean no gende Agaiuſt th Sowls«. bf the: 
| Righteons;; and iibiedemte;rthe. innocent loo? Nog 
far be this Kess ec. none of voor. b 
| elſably cone tor Thee, 10 Jig in br 
But Iobſerved. that i the Plalmiſt-daconpt content. 
himfelf, with barely expoſingths Wals dns tat 
God by ſo monſtrous an Extpr. 0 He likewiſg ſcaiters 
ſeveral Arguments, whereby it is ſubſtantially refgteds 
Some whereof it may not be unſeaſonable to mentiem- 


and enforce, in as jew. Words, as OR Veneney 3 
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I. To this purpoſe it is remarkable in the Firſt 
place, that the Twelfth Verſe mentions a Law of God, 
out of which it is the Good Man's Blefjedneſs to be 


taught. Now, the inſtructing Men, what God is in 
himſelf, and what They muſt be and do, in order 
to pleaſe and to be like him, is manifeſtly the De- 
ſign of this Law. If then God here have ſolemn- 


Iy declared, that He is Juſtice, aud Goodneſs, and 


Truth in Perfection; And if he have here forbid- 
den, and expreſly ſignified an irreconcilable Hatred 


and utter Deteſtation of, all Unrighteouſneſs, and 
Cruelty, and Perfidiouſneſs ; It cannot be, that He 


ſhould like and delight in thoſe-very things, which - 
he hath ſtigmatized, as contrary to his Nature and 


his Will, and threatned the Committers of with 


the ſevereſt Vengeance. This were to contradict 
and deny himſelf; This were to diſannul his own 
Ordinance, by leaving Men in greater Confuſion 


than it found them. And You of all Perſons need 
leaſt to be put in mind, that the Laws in force are 
the proper and moſt authentick meaſure, of the 
true mind and pleaſure of the Lawgiver. To ſup- 


poſe any ſecret Reſerve of Approbation, for the di- 
rect Oppolite to what is thus enjoyned were to 
make Laws a ſnare, the Enacting of. them vain, and 


the Enactors, not only the moſt trifling, inconſiſtent, 
and abſurd, but the moſt diſingenuous, and trick- 


ing, and profligate part of Mankind. And that, 
which is a Reflection not to be endured, a Baſeneſs 


not to be ſuppoſed, in any who bear that Character 
among Men, cannot, muſt not be charged upon 
the Great and Holy God. It is therefore evidence 


fifficient of His having no fellowſhip with any Throne 
of Iniquity, that He hath commanded all Thrones 


to 


r 


pe .— = | 


before the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


to be Thrones of Righteouſneſs ; Nor with Them 
who frame Miſchief by a Law, that He hath inſti- 

tuted Government arid humane Laws, on purpoſe 
to ſuppreſs and prevent Miſchief; Nor with thoſe, 
who gather themſelves together againſt the Soul of the 
Rig hteous, and condemn the innocent Blood, that he 
hath fo often expreſſed He will not, and under ſo 


heavy Penalties appointed that others ſhould not, 
pervert x ca and Equity, and ſpill the Blood of 
1 . „„j„ͥͤ ?ài½)09 
There is indeed this mighty difference, between 
Almighty God and every Other Lawgiver, that He 
alone is abfotately Maſter of all his Subjects; and 
can, if he ſee fit, not only defeat their wicked At- 
tempts, but fo controul and overrule their Wills, 
that they ſhall not even attempt to do wickedly. 
But, ſhould this be always done with an high hand, 
there were an End of Governing by Laws; An End 
of Obedience and Diſobedience, for thele cannot 
be imputed; an End of all Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, for theſe cannot be beſtowed gr inflicted ; 
except upon ſuch actions as are Voluntary. God 
therefore, in the quality of Judge and Governour, 
ſo orders matters, that, though the Event be His, 


the Act is Ours: And permits many things to _ 
done, which yet he hates and puniſhes, when they 
are done. Mean while, that ſuch Permiſſion, or even 


| Determination of Events, does not acquit the guilty. 
1 Inſtruments of bringing them about; among the ma- 


ny that might, that ſingle paſſage ſhall at preſent 
fuffice to be alledged (Ad, ii. 23.) in which St. 


ledge of God, docs not forbear, in the very ne, 1} 


PTL Sammn raed, Jann an 

words, ex preſſy to pronounce theſe TS — 
by whom be was taken, aud crucified, and ſlain. In 
all which Caſes, as no diſhonour, is. done to the 

| Holineſs, ſo neither is there any. to the Wiſdom, 
and 1 oh WM, the 5 Fe Fe or it 


Meer oa ; 7 
. _ whom 12 N 0 Lprd. bet, 12.) Now 
very little Reflection will Fain; make us Kal. 

ble, that much the 
Evil In our Fe ] | 
one another. ; An hence i comes, . 
neſs of the Worſt calls forth, wet ſets off the _ 
tues of the Beſt People. Were there no treacherous 
Hypocrites and falls Slanderers, no greedy Extorti- 

'- oners and mercileſs Oppreſſors, no ſacrilegious 
Uſurpers and blood- thirſt & Murdercts.; Some of the 
nobleſt and moſt truly Chriſtian Graces could ſhine 
but feebly, and Othom could find no place of ap- 
pearing at all. For, Whence come the invincible 
Conſtancy and Patience, Whence the Forgiveneſs of 
Injuries and Enemies, the, magnanimous Contempt 

of Ignominy and Death, and all that bright Con- 
ſtellation of "ſuffering Virtues,-to which ek glori- 
ous Crowns in Heaven, and ſuch Praiſe and Admi- 
ration upon Earth, have ever been thought moſt 
juſcly to belong; Whence, the Redemption of tlie 
World, by the * of a. molt i 4. ek moſt 
Mm inoffenſive, moſt beneficent, and truly divine Savi- 
S .. our; And Whence all thoſe illuſtrious Patterns and 
\ | Heroick Champions for the Truth, who have trod 
ja the ſteps of this FOR ih a7 wt 5 but from 


the 
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che implacable Malice aud abandoned Conſciences of 
unreaſomable wicked Mex Which had they been el · 


fectually reſtrained, had left no room for the moſt e- 


minent of the Saints of God to diſtinguiſh 8 
and had robbed Religion of the Honour it hath won, 


by ſuch conſpicuous Inſtances of its power and effica - 


cy, in caſes, which nothing leſs than Fact and De- 
monſtration eoald convince the World were practica- 

ble, If then both the 
and the Cauſe of God and Virtue in general, be emi- 


_ neatly gainers,by the Adverſities and wrongful Oppreſ@ 


ſions of Good Men; And if the preſent Condition of 
this World be ſach, that Bad. Men are the Agents and 


next Cauſes of theſe things to them; Then are we 
able to render a very rational Account, how the vi- 


leſt of Men and Actions may ſometimes prevail, with- 


out concluding: 
we reaſon to adore tlie Wiſdom of that Management, 


which, by the worſt of Crimes and Miſcreants, ſerves ; 
So 


Purpoſes quite beſide Their Aim and Knowledge 
leaving upon Them the whole Guilt of the Inten- 


TT — while he gets! to himſelf the whole glory of he 


III. A Third þ Argument, that God does not, can- 


not, favour the Unjaſt and Oppreſſors, may be ta- 


ken, Partly from the many Preſervations from the 


Miſchiefs deſigned, And partly from the mighty 
Suppors under thoſe that have been actually brought 
by them, upon the Innocent. Not that the Inno- 


cent N always, the Wicked never; Nor that 
thoſe Wicked may not Sometimes have what is mi- 
ſtaken for peace of Conſcience. For God may give 


the Former up a Prey to their Enemies, upon wiſe 
| and even kind enn, And he may let a 


= — — 6 4 : 
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particular Sufferers themſelves, 


God to be of the Party : Then have 
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80 irit of Enthuſiaſm and Errour delude Shagdpned 
reatures' with falſe Conſolations-. And therefore, 
in both Caſes, tlie Juſtice of the Party and his Cauſe: ö 
is the only true meaſure we can take, in judging of | 
God's favour. But where the Man is virtuous, the 
Cauſe right, and the-manner of Suffer bs 
fan : there each Deliverance is an Act of Grace: 
And the inward” Tranquillity of Mind a ſure evi- 
* dence of the Perſon's Integrity. Theſe therefore, 
4s they ſpeak the Love of God ſuſtaining Them who 
1 _ the * 80 do they, by Implication and 
root dc equence, condemm thofe-who do the 
0 72 How! HW ſhould God vouehſafe thoſeBle(- 
figs Fa Comforts, which lie deelares to be To- 
kens of his Favour, to Them who are fincere and 
ftedfaſt in their Duty, and meekly reſigned to his 
Difpofals ; Aud at the ſame time like Of, and take 
part wth,” choſe barbarous Enotmiies, Which" ex- 
erciſe! ſk Conſtancy and Patience, by an open Op- 
poſition to, and Defiance of, choſe. Rules, which. 
Bnet bath eſtabliſhed to govern Mens Actions 
1510 IR eu $43 1 FELL Prof © ſo FER £&) 
| Iv. But a Fourth and moſt W Proof, that 
God hath" 0 fellowſhip with ſuch unrighteous Op- 
reſſors, is that, which the Pfalm concludes with, 

Per. 23.) The bringing upon them their own Iniquity, 
ancl cuti ing them off in their own Wickedneſs. For, 
Can it gene e the Jaſtice of any Governour, to 
make teftible Examples of Them who do, yea and 
becauſe they do, act all along according to his Mind, 
and in ſtrict concert with himſelf >: " 

This Vengeance, it muſt be confeſs d, is not al- 
ways taken, either ſo ſpeedily, or ſo remarkably, 28. 
We, who cannot ſee into the Depths of the Divine 

8 < Counſels,. 


Counſels, are apt to expect and think reaonsble. 

But, generally ſpeaking, the longer it waits, the bean 
vier it falls; And it is very often, that God expreſſes 
his Indignation in ſo plain a manner, that the Crimes 


which haue incurred it are fairly legible, in the ua - 


lity and Circumſtances of the Puniſhment. For how 
commonly do the Crafty Politicians find. their own) 
Artillery turned upon themſelves 7 The Schemes of 
their ownerecting, and the Creatures of their-own: 
making become Inſtruments, firſt of their Wicked 
neſs, then of their Greatneſs, and at laſt of their ut: 
ter Ruine? How: do they | if | inſenſibly from One 
ſtep of Guilt to another, ' driven to Difficulties from 
whence all honourable Retreat is cut aff; And; when 
their paſt Exot bitantes ſeck for ſafety in mote an 
greater, hom does their deſperate Ambition deface all 
impreſſions of Honeſty and Conſcience, Common 
Humanity and even Common Senſe, and continue 
{till to puſh them on, in deſpight of that Danger and 
Deſtruction, which, even when ſeen, they have made 
it impoſſible for themſel ves to ſhun > How manifold is 
that Odium and Infamy deſervedly poured don up- 
on their guilty Heads, with which their Calumnies 
have born down the Innocent, and too ſucceſsfully. 
ſeduced the Credulous, heretofore > How often, laſtly, 
_ after having Hved, A Plague and Curſe to Others by 
their Tyranny and Cruelty; A Torment to them- 
ſelves, by the Perplexities and Jealouſies, and con- 
founding Fears of their own . guilty. Breaſts z; And a 
Scorn''to their Enemies; by the detection of their 
Wickedneſs, are their hoary Heads brought down to 
the Grave with Sorrow, and their Names tranſmit- 
ted to Poſterity with juſt and everlaſting Reproach? 
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By theſe and many other ways, God reckons with 
miſchievous and mercileſs Perverters of Law and Ju- 
ſtice, in this World. But if this be not done, the 
Scriptures have aſſured us, there is a farther and un- 
avoidable Reckoning in the Next; which nothing 
but Repentance can get clear of. (And Oh! how 


deep and painful a Repentance muſt Wickedneſs ſo 
_ monſtrous require?) Now this future dreadful Re- 


compence muſt always be taken into the Account, 
when the Righteouſneſs of God and his Providence, 


in regard of ſuch proſperous Sinners, is the matter in 


| debate. S0 that the Pſalmift might with great con- 
| fidence pronounce their Deſtruction, before it came to 


7 


paſs; For all they, who travel with Iniquity, con- 


cerve Falſhood, and bring forth Vngad lineſs, ſhall moſt 


aſſuredly either fall into the Pits of their own digging : 
Or by ſome way, and at ſome time or other, feel 


their Miſchief return upon 


heir awn Head, and their 


violent dealing come down upon their own Pate. 


Let thus much ſuffice, for I think it may.abundant- 
ly; concerning my Firſt Head ; I now pals to the Se- 
cond: Part of my Diſcourſe, The Application of that 
General Argument, to the Occaſion of the preſent 


Here it will be the leſs neeeſſary to enlarge, beeauſe 


I chay rea ſonably preſume, your own Thoughts have 


gone before me in it. There being not One aggravating 
Circumſtance in the Cruelties and Oppreſſions lamen- 


ted by this Pſalaniſt, which was not equalled, which 


was not incomparably exceeded, by the Crime we 


ate now bumbling our ſelves for: Not any Step made 


toward the proving God to have no fellomſbip with 


Thoſe, which does not much more forcibly conclude, 


againſt his being a Party in, or Favourer of This. 
. . 


of Oaths and Duty, and un edreſs 
Grievances by met ods infinitely more Grievous? 
For ſuch to be ſure, were All thoſe ſtudied Arts of 
Inſinuation and Deceit, of which the Actors in this 
Helliſh Tragedy were ſo perfect Maſters. Such was-- 


2 
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| 1. The Caſe in my Text leaves us at liberty 


ous and Innocent ſo inhumanely treated, were Subjects 


and private People: And yet to pretend, that God, the 
ſource of all Authority, oountenanced and concurred, 
with ſuch injurious Proceedings, is intimated even 
thus to be a moſt deteſtable Impiety and Preſumption. 
But can all This deſerve to be compared, or ſo 
much as to be named, with the Inſurrection of Sub- 


jets againſt their lawful Sovereign, with open breach 


1. The Ca to ſup- 
poſe, that the Perſons complained of, were veſted 
with an Authority, though ſtretched beyond all mea- 
ſure, and abuſed to purpoſes quite contrary to thoſe 
it had been truſted with them for: That the Rg, 


ertaking to redreſs. 


"a 


h e ; * 4 r I 
The judging and repreſenting every Man, not ac- 


— 
1 


cording to bis perſonal Virtues or Vices, 


and weekly Invectives againſt the Miniſtry, thus to 
kindle and keep up Jealouſies and Diſcontents, and 


render thoſe Perſans dangerous to be empldy d, in 


whoſe hands his Majeſty, had reaſon to think him- 
ſelf moſt ſafe. Such was, the keeping a well-diſci- 
plin d Rabble always in reſerve, to demand with In- 
ſolence, what the defigning Incendiaries within 


[xerſo! tue Not accord- 
ing to publick Characters diſcharged well or il, but 

purely according to the Party that he eſpouſed: Such 
were, the charging all the ſtedfaſtly Loyal and Or- 
chodox, with a Spiriz of Popery and Perſecution; aud 
extolling the Betrayers and Revilers of the Ring 
and the Church, for the only Men of Moderation. 
Such, the induſtrious diſperſing of ſeditious News, 
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2 IN and Tumults e to comp 
firſt trapanning the, Credulons: tllen o ö 
ITimo Wy, ine Crns and Conſequ net DOT 
abhorred at the inſtant of promoting them: I. his 
was the Freedom of Parliatnents deſtro) 285 20 lde 
after the 54 Conſtitution perfectly abollibed. Such 
were, 9 . cl their + Sovereign by Arms raiſed up 
inte k over of his. own Adthorfty, 
Is fo Sl Chis Prfon Int: and deny ing HH 
t Lib 'bich they were in 
rtots;' that not any Sect 
ion WAS. fone 2 x or. ſrandaloys: 
A 80 d 
Jar Ta un 75 PP! "Lach, above all, . 
the begin hg tha: tranſcendent Throwe of Tn ty, That 
d dockery of Juſtice, which, wich dread- 
ful Fotmality, was not afraid to trample upon all 
Law, to arfaign and try the La yer, to embrue 
their unhallow hands, as before in Blood, in in- 
nocent Blood, fo now in innocent Royal Blood: 0 
execute their murderous Sentence with Triumph, it 
the face of the Sun, at the Gate of his own Palace ez 
At the very apartment, where, in Atdiences of fœreĩg 
Ambaſſadots, , himſelf had ſo often arbitrated the Af. 
fairs of Europe: In ſhort, to do this, with Accufations 
ſo falſe, with Clamours ſo unreafanable;with ſuch Cir- 
cymſtances of Hypocrific and blind Zea, of Infotence' | 
and Contumely, of unrelenting Berbarity Atid obdu- 
rate Wickednels, as never had any big ike them, 
any thing, near them, fince the Day that the Son of 
=; fps ed upon a Crofs. And with His, tis con- 


fſeiſled, neither the Excellencies, nor the ce 
Py the Belt and Greateſt of the Sons of Men, are worthy 


t 
hre, after Rapi 155 
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1 7 That all this is Fact; much leſs than Fach 1 
app to the Hiſtories of thoſe diſmal Times ASE 

do to the Conſcience of every ſober Man, hether 
(cup poſing, but by no means granting; the Grievances 
Tegel Sr beginning the War} to be as black a8. 
their own Mereenary Libelle had p painted themp any 
Provocatien could juſtiſte tieſe Pxorbimnoies of For 
22 and Revetige. Ia hieß to provet 


h Fall wins tha 1 0 5 —.— — 4 
unto the A 
| pteck and 5 — Ky rigs ins 
Tee joitt in che Lordi Conſe; and hy their Hands 
to the Lord's Work and taught Men to commit ai 
Unrighteoufneſs Wilk God lineſi. Pardon the Ex- 
preffion : It hach indeed ſome appearance of Ablur- 
dity, but the ching it ſelf was infittitetyl more mon. 
ftrous; and abfards: Fer never ſure wayiGod!'s moſt- _ 
holy Name, and Word, and Spirit;/f6'feandalonftly y 
proſtituted, as when Pulpits Ok where founded to 
Rebellion; and They; whoſe cruel Teal was forward 
elt to Murder dis Viegerent upon Earth; were; made 
to helie ve, they did the mot weren Service to d 
the King of Kings in Heaven. 
However, To confute this-Spirit of — 
Deluſion, every one of thoſe Arguments c | 
which 81 rode — under my — Y 
For, 1. othing can 5 more m, 2 
3 7 God, and of — — agree in con- 
| demning the horrible Fact of this Days. Nothing 
22.) more plain, than that the Marty? off it berame 
bdereby an namen to Relig on, and à glarions Ex- 
ample of fuffering and it 


ured Virtus, Nething 
3 KM more plain, chan the Dm — 2 


=x6 th Sermon — January 30. 
| some, and the marvellous Supports he found under 
Other Sorrows and . 8 by thoſe ſpiritual 
| _ and Comforts, which God hath made Marks 
of peculiar Favour to thoſe Good Men, who hold 
| faſt tbe' profeſſion of their Faith without wavering, and 
count mot their lives dear unto themſelves, ſo they may 
their courſe with Joy and a good | Conſcience, | 
Nothing (lefty) more plain, than God's Indignation 
- expreſSd/againſt this bad; Partly by the exemplary 
Puniſhment of its principal Adors and N 
And partly by the inſupportable Miſeries, under which 
our whole Land groaned, till, after a long ſeries of 
Changes and ſions (and ſtill the more Changes, 
the greater the Confuſions) we at laſt were (and Oh 
may we eyer continue) fixed on that beſt Eſtabliſu- 
ment of Church and State, from which a ſinful and 
infatuated People had ſo cauſelelly revolted, and in 
— — foil fon he bets . — 
was t, as not N 
anointed with Oil. 15 : 
I do not, God knows, Ido not, nor onght Any in 
ny place to take delight, in ripping up the worſt of 
- Faults, or expoſing with bitterneſs even the worſt of 
as. Men, Bot T ſhewGod's People their Tranſgreſ- 
not pare to em Cod . Feopie t ranſgreſ- 
font, vould be very . 
NIE fot # e as This we come hi- 
ther to lament, ſhould be tenderly treated by them. 
Rebellion and Regicide are Crimes of ſuch Malignity, 
ſo provoking to God, fo pernicious to Humane So- 
ciety, ſo fatal and ſo achful to this Nation in 
particular; that whoever ſhall go about to extenuate 
3 aud tamper with Theſe, does it at the certain ex- 
| -pence,citherof his Underſtanding, or his Conſcience. _ 
= eee * eee with th Mates . 
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„Who have it in commiſſion to cr, 
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© 1 Were Ho delt) ot hkatrtiy to be wilbedl (add 
ee Nt god nr 7 
— y Niſtinctions of this Day eb ulii b forgotten: 
— oor erent ref{teliontheftiglithiand | 
: aer Numan be N * . 


dwg. — Cause EE 
werd abſolatety at au end: And that:theRepentance 
of all Orders und Porfuuſions of Men among i te 
{o Gnome? iv evade Redo Pootſteps:ofithe 
of this unpe rale 2 8 8 — a py. 
 Infultitg "Tad enge en — S 
any elebratings'ofithisDay'with Moekery and Miptho 
Thoſe Sons of Belt: Phope are feig burwhilerhers 
are any ſuch, tis fit our Memories be-refreſitd, uf, 
Caution awaken d, our Remorſe excited, by the years _ 2 
Iy Returns of this mournful Solemnity By Humilia® ” 
tions Publick and National z for a Ginn, meds 
though great Numbers-refaſo#e take part in, wa 
yet as Publick aid National] as the bein ee 
by all the viſible Remainders ef a Pablick and Natio- 
nal (though then miſerably Mangled) Authority, and. 
(arbitrarily Garbled) Repreſentative, could —— 0 
And, Who indeed can reaſonabiy excuſe himfelf. . 
from laying his Moutli in the Duſt uponathiis oc 
ſion? What Engliſhman; that obſerves how altithe. 
| Dangers” and Convulſions we have ever lince fear d 
or had eauſe to fear, bear their true Date from hence 


4 What Proteſtant, thipt Telicdts how money”. onts 
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tho leaſt ſbadow of au Advan 


— of — then _ and — will God, 
in every diviſion from, and breach upon, and weaken- 
ing of the Eſtahliſu d Church? What Chriftian, who 
confiders how undermining the Principles of Monar- 

chical Government and thoſe of the Chriſtian Faith go 

. -cammonly hand in hand; how much the Hypo- 

_ Crifies and Enthuſiaſms of the Laſt Age contributed 

to the Diſſdluteneſs of This; and what Advantages 

were put into Their hands, (who! gladly catch at 
4. againſt all Reli- 

d impiouſly made it 


gion in general, hy Them, who 


g protence to cloak, to encoura e, pay, to ſand 
— ane and: le Prattices 7 Wer 
that remembers aj 2 


— — 5 — xpon Ghildtere, ever to the thi 4 
avd fourth @encration © Who, Lg, that is ſenfible. 
though God often ſourges the — yithaſs 
af Others, yet that this is never y done 


aa in 
a 5 kind hath the Conntenance of general vogue 
Authority ty, it then becomes the ſin of the Com- 
— and the Providence of God is frequently 


peedy Vengeance upon the Community, which can, as 
ſuch, be puniſh's in this World only? | 
So many, and ſo weighty are the Reaſons which ren 
; derthe Supplicationsand Tears now pour d out, a Debt 
oving to this Day. But the Deſign of ſettiog it apart is 


publick Calamities: And ant, when Wickednefs = 


| provoked. to do it ſelf juſtice, by ſome terrible and 


far from being fatisfied, except our Mourning and Faſt- 


ing, which are but Means and Signs, do bring forth the 
Fruits, of Repentance. That this may be effectually 
done, it muſt be our care, by amending our own, and, 


adãs much as in us lies, by promoting a genera] Reforma- 


tion of: mmm to avert and appeaſe the Wrath we 
- 4X89 | | ba ve 


** — 


ment, which the wonderful Mere y of a forgiving Cod 
ed, end bleed to us! Wemnſt 


— the E Houſe of Commis. 


we muſt walk worthy of ne.” 
Light of the Goſpel, which no where ſhines in greater 


Purity: And adorn that Chureh- and that Eftabliſh- 


bath reſtored, preſerv 
follow the things that make for Order, and Unity, 
and Peace; imitate his Charity, whoſe Death we now 
, Overcoming Evil er forgiving our 
nol implacable Enzmies, has on the 
Ignorant and Miſtaken, and re oth es 
af Moderation, truly 
Lord, who hath commanded Chriſtian Charity, hack 
no where forbidden Chriſtian Prudence, neither ſhould 


ve be wanting inany lawful 
have a tendency to o ſerare theſe B 


ings to Us and 


: ſent Oc- 
cafion, - poſſeſs our Sel ves and Others, with 
the utmoſt abhorrence of the a mer | 
ing; avoid all Approaches toward it, 18 'confcien- 
tious Submiſſion to our Super n and b à ſtedfaſt 
adherence to that CR all others, 
ſeems beſt calculated, for the Safety of the 
Prince, and the Rights and Liber Hh mw the dcde dbl | 
We ſhould be cooftaritly upon our Guard againſt the 
falſe Colourings and popular Inſinuations of ſubtle ig - 
trieguing Men; Who, where way is given to their, 
firſt Im preſſions, lead the unwary on inſenfibly, into 
Miſchief never intended, never diſcovered, by thofe 
who are made ſuch Inſtruments, till paſt. their power 
to retrieve, We ſhould remember, to this purpoſe, 
from how ſmall and ſpecions beginnings the unfpea- 
kable Miſeries of this Day grew: And that, neither” 
the e enden 4 a Prince, who afterwards 


More articularly, with reſpoſt to 0 
e ſhould 


fo called. But, in regard that 


Cautions that 
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8 nore, than at ficſt. therę appeareſi Io much as 
a diſpoſttion to ask; Nor! the honest: Memmug hl, 
too late Repentance 01 many, e | 


an innocent Crudulity) went into thi mcaturcs: of | 
Forty, could ſtem the Torrent of Faction and 


an the Conſummate Villany of Forty Eighs: 


reſpect a 2 ons, „ ion whats: 
ſocycr, ſhould 


0p! 
good. Confcicnce and pr — to — aBinſs, 


and , from-thence forward to become r 


every Man, and Y ery, Thing. In a! Word, We! 
earn the pes and true value of 5our:exs: 
cellent Conſtitution, and, that all irxegular and raſh 
Attempts to change or — upon it, are dangerous 
Experiments, and the moſt Na courſe to _ or 
quite oyerturn Ap BN 
So ſhall we profit 7 theſe Devotions indeed: 30 80 
ſhall. we truly repent, of this Days Great Offease, by 
declining the crooked paths of Deceit that led -up to. 
it; So ſhall the Beſt of Queens be as glorious and 


happy, in the unanimous Affection and Obedience of 


her Subjects at home, as it hath pleaſed the God of 
FPattles to make her in her Arms Victorious abroad; 
So ſhall the Honour of our Parliaments be perpetuated; 
85 their Counſels directed and proſpered from . 
e So, Laſtly, {hall Peace and Happineſs, Truth and 
Juſtice, Nelgiar and Pieiy be eſtabliſhed among us 
. all Generations. All which, God of his. 
infinite Mercy grant, for the ſake of Jeſ us Chriſt, the 
Son of his Love ; To whom with the Father and the. 
Holy Spirit, Three Perſons and One God, be al Ho- 
nour and Clory, world without end. N 
13 1 5 


